
 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

DISCOVER – THE VALE OF PEWSEY 

Find out more about the Vale of Pewsey, which each September, becomes the home 

to Wiltshire’s oldest carnival  

 

The Vale of Pewsey sits within the North Wessex Downs, an Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty, and also the Great West Way, England’s new touring route between London and 

Bristol.  

Each September, the village of Pewsey, located within the heart of the Vale of Pewsey, plays 

host to Wiltshire’s oldest Carnival, first established in 1898. 

On Saturday, 21 September the Pewsey Carnival will come to a close in spectacular fashion, 

with the Illuminated Procession, which will feature a variety of floats that set will set off at 

7.30PM from The Carnival Field and will travel around Pewsey. Street entertainment and 

fairground rides will also entertain the thousands of spectators expected to turn out to watch, 

and participate, in the annual event. For more information, visit: www.pewsey-carnival.org.uk 

HISTORY OF PEWSEY 

Archaeological digs around the village of Pewsey indicate that there has been a settlement 

here since the 6th century, but it was the opening of the Kennet & Avon Canal in 1810, and 

the railway in 1862 that transformed Pewsey into a bustling community.  

Pewsey is a hotspot for crop circle enthusiasts and has recently become the new home of the 

Crop Circle Centre & Exhibition, based in Honeystreet Village adjacent to the Honeystreet Mill 

Café. 

THINGS TO DO AND SEE 

With lush meadows and a wharf on the Kennet & Avon Canal, the Vale of Pewsey makes a 

great base for walking, cycling and riding.  

Take in the White Horse carvings in Pewsey and Alton Barnes, with paragliding, walking, 

riding, canoeing and barge trips along the way. 

 

 

http://www.pewsey-carnival.org.uk/
https://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/whats-on/crop-circle-exhibition-and-information-centre-p1906973
https://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/food-and-drink/honeystreet-mill-cafe-p2468303
https://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/food-and-drink/honeystreet-mill-cafe-p2468303
http://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/things-to-do/pewsey-white-horse-p441443
http://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/things-to-do/alton-barnes-white-horse-p441403


WHERE TO EAT AND SHOP 

The Bruce Arms is a CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) heritage pub set in the beautiful Vale 

of Pewsey. There is a selection of places to eat in Pewsey. The Red Lion Freehouse has a 

Michelin-starred restaurant near to Pewsey. The Three Tuns Freehouse at Great Bedwyn 

offers superb homemade food, real ale and a carefully selected wine list. 

WHERE TO STAY 

Willowbank Lodges are luxurious one- and two-bedroom log cabins set in a hamlet in the Vale 

of Pewsey next to the canal. Huntlys Farmhouse is an 18th century thatched farmhouse 

offering comfortable, warm accommodation with open fires in winter. Troutbeck Guest House 

has five rooms opposite The Red Lion Freehouse offering uninterrupted countryside views. 

The White House B&B is 17th Century thatched farmhouse close to the banks of the Avon. 

The Woodbridge Inn is a traditional Wiltshire coaching inn, set within acres of beautiful 

countryside.  

Or if you prefer sleeping under the stars, why not stay with Rushall Organics Glamping, 

offering a range of shepherd’s huts that can sleep up to four people or Totteridge Farm 

Campsite, the adult-only, dog-friendly site which has sweeping views over Martinsell Hill.  

CONNECTIVITY 

With mainline railway stations at Pewsey and Great Bedwyn, offering services from London 

and the West Country, the Vale of Pewsey is closer than you think and provides the perfect 

getaway from the hustle and bustle of modern life.  

WHAT’S NEARBY? 

Views of the Vale start from the eastern county border, and the Vale stretches as far as 

Devizes in the west, bordered by hills and down land to north and south. Its life blood is the 

Kennet & Avon Canal linking attractions such as Wilton Windmill and Crofton Beam Engines, 

the village of Pewsey and its wharf. Visit All Saints’ Church, Alton Priors where a mysterious 

trap door conceals a buried Sarsen stone, a special sandstone native to Wiltshire believed to 

have spiritual properties. 

For further information please see www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/pewsey and 

www.visitpewseyvale.co.uk  

 
Notes to Editors 
 
For further information or to arrange a press visit please contact Holly Windsor, PR and 
Communications Manager: hollywinsdor@visitwiltshire.co.uk  

http://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/food-and-drink/the-bruce-arms-p1778973
http://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/food-and-drink/pewsey-food-and-drink-p1698363
http://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/food-and-drink/red-lion-freehouse-p1038223
http://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/food-and-drink/the-three-tuns-freehouse-p1642733
http://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/accommodation/willowbank-lodges-p1218963
http://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/accommodation/huntlys-farmhouse-p48943
https://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/accommodation/troutbeck-guest-house-p1521423
https://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/food-and-drink/red-lion-freehouse-p1038223
https://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/accommodation/the-white-house-b-and-b-p1653643
https://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/food-and-drink/the-woodbridge-inn-p2327723
https://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/accommodation/rushall-organics-glamping-p2514913
https://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/accommodation/totteridge-farm-campsite-p2672143
https://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/accommodation/totteridge-farm-campsite-p2672143
https://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/things-to-do/wilton-windmill-p134993
http://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/things-to-do/crofton-beam-engines-p134573
http://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/things-to-do/all-saints-church-alton-priors-p1560983
http://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/pewsey
http://www.visitpewseyvale.co.uk/
mailto:hollywinsdor@visitwiltshire.co.uk


VisitWiltshire is the official Destination Management & Marketing Organisation for Wiltshire 

representing 600 partners. It is a public/private sector membership organisation. 

VisitWiltshire's priority is to grow the county's Visitor Economy by raising awareness of the 

destination and generating additional tourism visits and spend.  Wiltshire's Visitor Economy 

currently generates an estimated £1.5billion and supports over 29,000 jobs. 

For further information the Vale of Pewsey on visit www.pewsey-pc.gov.uk and 

http://www.visitpewseyvale.co.uk/  

Images for the Vale of Pewsey can be downloaded from our Flickr gallery via this link 

https://www.flickr.com/gp/129320754@N03/zxQ18o Photos may be used in print and/or 

online for the promotion of tourism to Wiltshire and any photos used must be credited to 

www.visitwiltshire.co.uk, unless otherwise stated in the title of the photo. Full terms and 

conditions can be found here. 

 

http://www.pewsey-pc.gov.uk/
http://www.visitpewseyvale.co.uk/
https://www.flickr.com/gp/129320754@N03/zxQ18o
http://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/
http://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/media

